
 

 

September 20, 2013 
Corruption is a Dance 

Corruption is bad, agree?  Agree.  Raping, murdering, abusing, neglecting children 
is bad, agree? Agree.  If you knew about a place where children were being raped, 
abused, murdered, neglected, robbed etc, you would do what? 

• A: Notify the authorities and have those children rescued, criminal investigation 
begun into those who committed the crimes and those who covered them 
up/enabled them. 

• B: Protect your friends and social/career connections by pretending to pick up 
the phone, but not really dialing. 

• C:  Use your position/office & political connections to make sure no one is ever 
charged for those crimes and the children remain in danger.  

If you picked A, it would appear that your reaction is very, very different from the 
Governor, the governor’s lackey Scott Davis,  all of the US Senators, USAG Eric 
Holder, his underling, Timothy Purdon, the entire BIA from Washing DC down to it’s 
lowest corrupt minions on the rez, and all of HHS and the Department of interior.   

You will also be very far apart from all of Thomas Sullivan’s superiors who have 
gone to extremes complete with nonsensical logic, as they maneuvered for the past 
three years to hold meetings without him or his input, deny him travel to the region to 
attend meetings, threatened his job, intimidated him in the workplace, all the while 
acting as if this is very important to them, but they all, ALL (for some reason) have to 
be at one giant meeting, together, before anything can begin to begin.  All the while 
saying that, and I quote James Murray, directly above Mr. Sullivan:  

“Tom, 
 
Thanks for your patience. ACF’s response to the concerns at the Spirit Lake 
Nation will have to be generated through a collaborative effort by leaders from 
multiple ACF offices. Representatives from those offices will have to be 
included along with you in meetings like the one proposed below, to maximize 
ACF’s response. Your leadership will be critical in the work of the larger ACF 
group to address the issues. That being said, I have to deny the travel 
request at this time. We can revisit the topic once ACF has a chance to 
mobilize the larger leadership group to begin moving things forward. Let me 
know if you’d like to discuss it further and I can set up a conference call for 
tomorrow or early next week. 
Sincerely, 

James Murray || Acting Director || HHS/ACF/ORO || Desk: (202) 401-
4881 || BlackBerry: (202) 253-0217 || Fax: (202) 401-3449 || Email: 
james.murray@acf.hhs.gov” 
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Doesn’t that strike you as ‘odd’? Mr. Sullivan is ‘critically important’ buuuuut, they 
won’t let him attend the meetings.   

Last week, Mr. Murray did okay Thomas Sullivan’s travel to a critically important 
meeting… he okayed it just before the close of business, leaving Mr. Sullivan with 
less than 2 hours to get home, pack, get to the airport, clear security and get on the 
plane.  Never mind that the request was more than six Days ignored by Mr. Murray.  
But by okaying it at the close of business, Mr. Murray made sure of two things: 1: It 
would be physically impossible for Mr. Sullivan to make it to the airport, and 2: If 
anyone asked why he denied Sullivan this most important travel, he could deny that 
he denied it and say he approved it.  Those who pretend to be really stupid will of 
course, nod in agreement. “He okayed it, so he’s okay.” (Circle thumb to forefinger, 
give a big wink). 

Meanwhile, it’s only been three years of children being raped, beaten, robbed, 
murdered, so when Mr. Murray, and those who pull his strings, Mr. George Sheldon 
and Marrianne McMullen, are doing this dance that has no movement and goes 
nowhere.   

We have seen that Thomas Sullivan “critically important to this issue” (not an “issue”, 
it is criminal acts upon children. It’s ‘crimes’) not allowed to hold or attend meetings 
unless EVERYONE even remotely connected to ACF is present, guaranteeing 
chaos and disruption, however, meetings can be held without Mr. Sullivan by those 
who think his attendance is not required in that he is the only one actually working to 
get both the children rescued and to have criminal charges filed against those who 
are abusing them, as well as to have removed, those in the Tribal, State and Federal 
system that are not doing their jobs and are putting, knowingly and deliberately, 
these children in harm’s way. 

Only one congressman from North Dakota, Kevin Cramer, has made any effort 
whatsoever, to get these crimes against these children addressed directly, and he 
has also been shut down and shut out at every turn.  

This is generally the point where some cartoonish character strolls in, chomping on a 
cigar, looking like a used car salesman (or just on the inside) and chuckles telling us: 
“Gubmint incompetence.” And we are all supposed to think that all this is happening 
because all these people are just plain incompetent, unable to do their jobs, running 
around like Keystone Kopps, getting nothing done.  

But this is not ‘government incompetence’, my friends, this is how corruption looks 
when it is dancing out of the light, trying to get away.  

Each and every one of them could, if they did their job, put an end to the nightmare 
for those children.  But each and every one of them is refusing. All the way up the 
line.  They are also using every tool at their disposal to intimidate, threaten, harass 
and silence both the victims and their reports.  
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They all fall into line and know their steps well because they have done exactly this 
dance, over and over again, for decades. If they want to keep their jobs, those kids 
will just have to suffer, die or grow up to pull strong arm robberies in your local 
businesses, or sell their bodies for crack.   

All these agencies want to do is find more ways to coordinate more commercial 
value out of every reservation. All these foundations want to do is to pave the way 
for more ‘economic development’ which is a nice way of saying: We don’t care about 
the corruption, in fact, we need it. It’s the main appeal to those who want to do 
business in Indian Country, especially for non-Indian corporations that will get both 
easy access and almost no oversight to their resource extractions from Federal 
lands (Gas, Oil, Minerals, Timber, Water, Uranium) and a big fat tax benefit to boot! 

Think about it:  Bringing in more money to communities that are racked top to bottom 
with corruption doesn’t help anyone except the corrupt and their business partners.  

Bringing in more money only means more violence and more reasons to be on the 
side of the corrupt.  

Until the corruption is rooted out, none of these communities stands to benefit from 
any ‘economic development plan’ and children who are not safe today, will become 
the predators we fear tomorrow.  

But, Foundations and fundraising is in itself, Big Business. Tax Exempt, “Non-Profit” 
but making their Boards of Directors extremely wealthy, and taking in donations from 
suckers like you and I who think we are donating to a worthy cause.  

They are politically well connected at every level. If they had the best interests of 
Native Americans at heart, they could have, long ago, when they saw what was 
going on, instead of turning their backs or backslapping the corrupt as old friends, 
put a stop to it. Not another dime until the corrupt are removed.  

But there is more profit in keeping the corrupt in place.  It’s having a mafia type 
enforcement to keep the people from questioning, or voting down any proposals to 
strip mine their lands, frack their tar sands, and spoil their air and all the waters that 
ebb and flow…  

And if all the children get raped, beaten, abused and robbed, they’ll grow up angry 
and damaged and who ya gonna believe? That dirty Indian over there telling you 
that his children are being raped by a politically well connected gang? Or that nice 
clean shaven gentleman in the suit over there, looking benevolent and shaking his 
head in denial?  

We don’t see their faces associated with crimes committed against these children, 
but perhaps we should.  We should, however, know who they are and start looking 
for them.  We should seek them out and call them out because they could stop all of 
this today, if they wanted to.  But it would not make their corporate sponsors and 
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their political connections who rely on huge donations from those corporate 
sponsors, very happy.  They would find themselves out of a job.  

There is a genocidal push coming from all levels, aimed directly at the children in 
Spirit Lake Nation and other tribes. It comes from businesses who want to operate 
under a blanket of tax exemption and sovereign “immunity” when it comes to laws 
regarding safety, Clean Air, Clean Water, and it comes from their political allies who 
have committed crimes against children, enabled crimes against children and do not 
want their connections exposed in the same way that Sandusky’s connections were 
almost exposed before he took the fall.  

No one ever looked beyond Sandusky to see who all he was getting money from, 
giving money to, and who else was tampering with children under the care and 
keeping of his great charitable organization, Second Mile.  They got the wriggly, ugly 
lizard’s tail, but the real meat absconded and no one even sniffed out that trail.  

Of all the legitimate ways that businesses can make money, even more money if 
they do it on the rez with the total compliance of those leaders hand picked by 
sponsors, who do as they are told, there is even more money to be made on the 
darker side: The Selling of children. Child trafficking and child porn. Is that what they 
are afraid we’ll find if we keep digging?  

That and the drugs that are hubbed in reservations: manufactured, distributed, all 
this also, tax free. No one declares child trafficking, kiddie porn seller or illegal drug 
manufacture and sales on their tax returns.  But it makes people very, very rich.  

And when they are rich, they have access to, power and influence over, politicians 
who appoint the people they are told to the positions necessary to stop anyone from 
ever getting close.  

This is the Dance of corruption. When you look at the ACF stonewalling Thomas 
Sullivan at every turn for over three years, and you look at the BIA not even following 
the most fundamental of its own rules and protocols, and you see them all aligning 
themselves against those who are speaking out, what you are looking at is 
corruption.  

This is not “Government Incompetence.”  

This is not “Broken Government”.  

This is corruption and these are the dancers who pull the strings on those below 
them and who have strings being pulled by powerful, rich people above them.  

It’s time to meet the Dancers:  

First up:  
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James Murray  He’s a Success Story hand 
picked from organization that is about 
Successful Dads.  

His Bio Reads:  

James Murray serves as the Acting 
Director for the Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF), Office 
of Regional Operations (ORO). In 
this capacity, James is the principal 
advisor to the Assistant Secretary 
regarding field operations; and 
provides executive leadership and 
direction to ACF’s ten regional 
offices on the integration and 
coordination of ACF human service 

programs to promote the economic and social well-being of families, children, 
individuals and communities. 

Prior to becoming Acting Director, Murray served as the Deputy Director with 
broad oversight for the planning, direction, and timely execution of ORO 
activities. Before serving as Deputy Director, JMurray was the ORO Executive 
Officer. In that role, he provided leadership and direction for the effective, 
uniform, and economical accomplishment of management and administrative 
functions across regions. 

Murray began his professional career in the non-profit sector focused on 
Responsible Fatherhood. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Human 
Development from Howard University; a Master of Public Administration 
degree from Bowie State University; and is the married father of two children. 

Mr. Murray has stonewalled Thomas Sullivan at every turn. He has not supported 
him in his efforts to rescue even one child. I find that ironic given that the 
organization he came from was all about being a Dad.  

He has a nice job, nice title and a nice paycheck. He’s not about to risk that by 
helping anyone under his supervision rescue any child on Spirit Lake.  He will, 
however, approve travel arrangements only when they are conveniently beyond all 
human possibility of being realized.   

I think he is happy and ready to do the bidding of his masters and show him how 
much he appreciates the opportunity to work for them.  He lacks spine, integrity and 
character.  But he looks good on their wall, as if diversity more important than 
integrity.  “Responsible Fatherhood” my ass:  He’s a trophy.  
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Here’s a hint that what I am saying is true: He has had reports of children being 
raped and murdered for over three years and he still finds himself unable to approve 
or allow Thomas Sullivan to attend meetings or set them up where these crimes can 
be discussed, either as ‘issues’ or as ‘crimes’.  I want you to see that face the next 
time you read or see on TV, some Native American Child has been raped to death, 
or has grown into an adult who only knows violence, and has robbed a local 
business. See this man’s face alongside of that child or that violent criminal.  He’s 
the reason it is still happening.  

Let’s meet his Masters, shall we? The ones ‘from above’ who give him his orders 
and who demand that he prevent Thomas Sullivan from gaining ground for the past 

three years. Not an inch.  

George Sheldon  He has even more authority and 
access to power than Mr. Murray.  Mr. Sheldon has 
also been advised, over the past three years by Mr. 
Thomas Sullivan, of the crimes ongoing against these 
children. He’s even seen the reports of their deaths.  
Mr. Sheldon is a church-going man who loves children. 
Raised a few of his own. I wonder how he would feel if 
he knew his children were being raped and abused and 
no one would stop it?  His bio reads:  

George Sheldon is the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for the Administration for Children and Families under the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Prior to joining ACF, George 
Sheldon served as the Secretary of the Florida Department of Children and 
Families (DCF). During his time in Florida, George oversaw the state’s child 
welfare programs, fostering a 36 percent reduction in children in out-of-home 
care, and integrating mental health, substance abuse and domestic violence 
services throughout the Department…. Before his service at DCF, George 
was Associate Dean for Student and Alumni Services at St. Thomas 
University School of Law. In addition to more than 12 years as a practicing 
attorney, George also served as Deputy Attorney General for central Florida, 
… 

He’s not new to this dance. He’s been at it for a very long time. For him suddenly or 
only in this case, seem unable after three years, to allow meetings or follow protocol 
on Mandated Reports, and who instead refuses to support his District VIII Director 
(Thomas Sullivan), getting his lackey, Mr. James Murray, to do his dirty work for him.   

This is a man who knows the system better than anyone else. He pretends he wants 
to do something, but for some reason, after being notified over three years ago 
about children being forced to live in snake pits of pedophiles and abusers, he has 
not managed to think of one step to remedy that, but has made several steps to stop 
the one man who is trying to remedy that.  Don’t you wonder why?  
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I want you to see his face when you hear of more dead babies on the rez, brutally 
murdered. I want you to see his face alongside the face of the violent youth offender 
who just robbed a local business.  He is protecting someone, maybe even himself, 
who knows? But he is not protecting the children.  

He is not alone. Meet his dance partner: 

Marrianne McMullen:  Her Bio reads:  

Marrianne McMullen is the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for External Affairs. Prior to joining ACF, 
McMullen worked with the District of Columbia 
Public Schools, where she served as Chief of Staff 
for the Office of Family and Public Engagement. 

Prior to DCPS, McMullen spent 10 years 
working in labor union communications, with 
the last two years spent as senior aide to then 
SEIU President Andy Stern. Nationally, she 
anchored SEIU’s work in environmental 
issues and public school reform. McMullen 
authored the first-ever green negotiating 

guide for union locals, detailing contract provisions that would benefit both 
union members and the environment, and served as SEIU’s delegate to 
United Nations climate talks in Poland in 2008. On the school reform front, 
McMullen formed a coalition of school reform and union activists to launch a 
pro-union charter management organization, Union Park High Schools, which 
opened its first school in Chicago in 2009. With foundation and key education 
reform leaders, she helped develop a national template for an alternative 
school union contract that would allow broader latitude for school innovation 
while still protecting hard-won teacher rights and benefits. 

She’s a mixed bag. Her work with SEIU seems both wise and noble. No one can 
work in the schools without being aware of how abuse affects children and how 
many children are being abused and how bad it is…. Yet despite the urgency in 
Sullivan’s Mandated Reports, she has only moved to stop and stall him. Why? 

I guess she did her time for the public good and now, well, now she has to look out 
for her career as she climbs that government employment ladder. Hard enough for a 
woman to gain ground even in government, so yeah, selling out the Native American 
Children is a small price to pay.  

I wonder what her excuse is for doing nothing but stalling and using her authority to 
stall and thwart any meaningful meetings much less any criminal investigation into 
the ongoing child abuse over these past three years would be?  Surely, she can’t 
say she was not aware. Surely, she can’t say it was a ‘priority’.  
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Again, I wonder who it is that she is protecting? Is it friends? Family? Political 
connections?  I don’t know. But I do know it’s not the children of Spirit Lake Nation.  

She’s even fostered children, but yet, seeing the reports of these rampant abuses 
and corruption in Tribal Social Services, and knowing that children were ripped away 
from safe Foster Homes and handed over to abusive, murdering caretakers, has not 
moved her in any direction except to protect something evil at the expense of little 
babies like Laurynn, deceased, just a few weeks shy of her third birthday.  Her twin 
survived. I wonder how a caring Foster Mom can not be moved by any of this to do 
anything to help even one child on Spirit Lake Reservation? I wonder how she can 
look at herself in the mirror as she applies her make-up, and likes what she sees, 
knowing that each time she stalls and thwarts the efforts by Thomas Sullivan, 
children continue to suffer horribly.  How do you do that Marrianne?  

So, see her smug and smiling face when the next time comes that a baby is raped 
and or murdered out there.  See her professional image, looking sharp right next to 
that of the next Native Youth Offender who had all his choices in life taken from him 
when he was a baby, and know that it was her, and the others, who make these 
ongoing crimes against children and by the adults they grow into, possible.  

These are the faces of corruption. These are the faces of those who enable and 
cover up the crimes of corruption and child abuse.   

Three years. Not one child rescued. Too many have died in the meantime. More will 
die. Those who survive will only be known to us when we are terrified of them and 
how violent they are in a gentle, civilized society we think we live in.  

These are the faces of the people who are doing all in their power, along with others, 
to prevent anyone from rescuing a single child out there on the rez, or from pursuing 
criminal investigations into those who have raped, beaten, and robbed them, or 
those who have enabled it and covered it up.  

Don’t expect violence to go away anytime soon. We  are growing more of it on the 
rez every day.  But as you have seen, the violence that survives doesn’t stay on the 
rez.  

If you want less violence and fear in your future, take the violence and fear out of the 
lives of helpless children.  Demand these people at least, support the efforts of 
Thomas Sullivan.  

And if they don’t, demand from all of our elected officials that they be fired.  They are 
worthless to our country.  They only serve to protect the evil that is ruining our future.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


